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Hello

Thank you for taking the time to read the 81st edition of this monthly newsletter.

We often receive feedback from our members who have friends and colleagues who prefer 

not to use social media but would really love to enjoy the happy nostalgic memories and 

reconnections that many of us get to experience.

The Griffins and Hexagons website, along with the monthly newsletters, are some of the 

ways we make this happen. We do this by sharing nostalgic stories and photos from social 

media, bringing you the latest updates from our friends at Horizons and appreciating the 

current and previous service of our friends and colleagues.

Please feel free to contact Anne and myself by email at midlandbankgriffins@gmail.com

Martin Ridley

Facebook Group Adminwww.griffins-hexagons.com





HORIZONS - GROUP CRUISE 2

HORIZONS GROUP CRUISE 2 - SAILING FROM LIVERPOOL

6th JUNE 2026 FOR 14 NIGHTS.

Info For those booked on this cruise.https://www.fredolsencruises.com/group-travel/horizons-groupFred.Olsen have 

now posted the Shore Tours for this cruise to their Website and are available for booking.

Some have asked what ports will the free shuttle buses operate from. Fred.Olsen advise the following.

- Paulliac, France (overnight stop)

- Getxo, Spain (Into Getxo NOT Bilbao)

- Madeira, Portugal. (Overnight stop)

- Lisbon, Portugal.

Fred.Olsen also advise we have Free guided port walks from the ship (Depending on the weather).

I will advise any other information as and when I receive it from the ship.

Kindly shared by Peter Clare

The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - CARDIFF

Our first coffee morning of 2026, at 

Whitchurch Golf Club. So good  to see a 

great turnout, despite the increasingly wet 

weather we are having. I think the sun 

came out briefly.

Thanks to Mair for organizing a quiz to get 

our brain cells working!! 

Gill went through the new Horizons 

website and encouraged us to remember to 

log in and register. An email was sent out 

to everyone on the 17th of December, with 

details , just in case it’s on your ‘still to do’ 

list. In the email there was an invitation link 

to click onto to sign in.

Kindly shared by Kath Liddiard The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

Kindly shared by Anne Hudson

Didn't we have a lovely day the day we went to Headstone.

15 members enjoyed a lovely day out visiting Headstone Manor 

Museum followed by a delicious lunch at the charming Harrow Garden 

Centre. We were delighted to have Janet Mote, give us a guided tour 

of the museum and its wonderful facilities. It certainly is a great local 

asset and I would encourage people to visit. 

You find out so much more with someone guiding you. There are 

great interactive buttons and activities to get involved with. 

Lots will be making return visits with the grandkids.

Then it was onto a delightful local garden centre, that i had never been 

to before and will definitely be back, could have bought loads!

Delicious lunch, and cheese scones looked fab.

The association for former HSBC employees
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HORIZONS - HARROW

Kindly shared by Dale Allen

Today we welcomed 55 to our regular catch up and the sun even shone, 

sort of!! 

We were delighted to see one of our group Mark, who recently moved to 

Cornwall make a surprise visit & some new friends join us. 

As a group, we have some great visits being organised by Anne Hudson, 

along with a Summer & Xmas Lunch, and of course the monthly coffee 

mornings. 

The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

Martin & Anne Ridley

A great turnout at the Harrow coffee morning today.  55 in attendance.

For some reason, football seemed to be a hot topic of conversation! 

The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - HARROW

Kindly shared by 
Andrew Riley

55 in attendance at 

the Harrow coffee 

morning today. 

It might have been 

more as I am sure a 

couple more arrived 

after we did the 

count.

The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - LONDON

Kindly shared by Annette Le Vesconte

Thank you Julie Conway for organising. 

37 attendees. My first time at the Opera.

The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.

The association for former HSBC employees
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Kindly shared by Lorraine Holmes The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees



Kindly shared by Annette Le Vesconte

HORIZONS - LONDON

Excellent tour. 

Richard an excellent Beadle. 

Very enjoyable afternoon. 

Thanks Julie for organising.

The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - MERSEYSIDE

Tuesday 17th February. Blue badge guided walk of the Duke Street area of Liverpool.

Fifty members met in Liverpool City Centre today for a blue badge guided walk of the Duke Street area of Liverpool. 

(Due to Health and Safety reasons, we were split into two groups. Thanks to our organisers following risk assessment 

guidance). What a great morning we had. 

The guide was so informative pointing out the buildings of interest.  We even saw the birthplace of the famous poet 

Felicia Hemans. Remember 'The Boy Stood On The Burning Deck?’ Walking on, we saw the old warehouses still standing 

which served Liverpool docks from many years ago. (Now luxury apartments!) Further up we came across Liverpools 

first public library founded 1852.

At the top of Duke Street we entered China town. Home of the oldest Chinese community in Europe. As it happens it was 

the Chinese New Year. 

We finished up at Liverpool's Anglican Cathedral. Our guide pointed out the old quarry which is now a cemetery with 

many Liverpool dignatories and noteworthy Liverpool people buried here.

We had a fab day today. Thanks to all for supporting Horizons.

Many thanks to our organiser Sandra Worsley  and our Blue Badge Guide Marie. 

Thanks also to Karen Shorrock  for the great photos.

Kindly shared by Peter Clare The association for former HSBC employees
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Kindly shared by Peter Clare

Today 96 (Ninety Six!) Members met at the fabulous Hill Dickinson Stadium, Home of Everton Football Club at the 

Liverpool Waterfront. Because of our high numbers, we had to be split into two groups. 

Starting in the Trinity cafe and after tea and coffee we were introduced to our tour guides. Both groups had to have two 

guides given our size.What a fabulous tour, we were shown all those places you don't  get the opportunity to see. From 

the players changing rooms, the press room and who wouldn't want to sit in David Moyes seat down at the pitch side. 

Our tour guides were both very knowledgable and very very funny. This tour is highly recommended for anyone visiting 

Merseyside and we thanked Everton Football Club for their organisation on the day and for giving us such a memorable 

tour (even the Liverpool supporters amongst us enjoyed it). 

Thanks also to all those 96 members who supported Horizons today.

The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - NORTH WALES
A really good turnout of 17 attended our coffee morning this week, great to see some new members attending. 

Next coffee morning Tuesday March 10th at North Wales Golf Club, West Shore, Llandudno.

Stay tuned for some exciting news about our 2026 ‘away days’.

Kindly shared by David Ogden-Jones The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees



HORIZONS - NORTH YORKSHIRE & SOUTH DURHAM

Kindly shared by Raymond J Alderson

February meeting.

Coffee, chinwag and sort out of programme for next 12 months.

28 of us at The Falcon, Hilton. Lovely lunch afterwards.

The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees



Kindly shared by Gary Walshe

HORIZONS - WESSEX

Wessex group walk in New Forest & the weather held for our 3 mile walk through a very very wet Forest but the sun shone!!

The association for former HSBC employees
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The association for former HSBC employees



Kindly shared by Gary Walshe

HORIZONS - WESSEX Double Visit to The Mayflower theatre.

Monday 2 February 27 Members went to see Miss Saigon

Tuesday 3rd 30 members  had a "behind the scenes" tour of the theatre.

The association for former HSBC employees
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Hexagons Anniversaries

Bank Sports

Griffins & Hexagons Reconnectionswww.griffins-hexagons.com



GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS

 

Message Board

Kindly shared by Dale Allen

10 years ago today the Oxford Circus Business Banking centre closed its doors. Some of the team recently held a small get 

together to commemorate the anniversary. 

Sadly, we didn't quite get the order right for the repeat photo. We have some great memories of the centre, colleagues and clients. 

Also a special mention to our colleagues in the retail branch downstairs, who were wonderful hosts.

We will be holding another catch up 

soon for those who weren't able to 

make the night, so perhaps we'll have 

another chance to get the photo right!! 
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MIDLAND GRIFFIN
& Friends

Appreciating Service of Midland Bank Friends & Colleagues

GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS

https://www.griffins-hexagons.com

Midland Griffin & Friends
https://www.facebook.com/groups/midlandgriffinandfriends
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Appreciating current and previous service

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midlandgriffinandfriends

Adrian Mckie

1990 - 1998. Midland bank Welling Kent 7yrs and then Dartford Kent for 1.

Midland Griffin & Friends
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Appreciating current and previous service

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midlandgriffinandfriends

Andrew McDonald

I worked at Midland Bank for 8 years (1973-81) beginning at the Dewsbury, West Yorkshire branch - moving on to the City 

branch in Leeds. Then transferred to the Corporate Finance Department in London followed by a one year secondment in 

New York. Came back to London in the Middle East area and emigrated to the States in 1981. 

Still have very good friends from my days at Midland. Also played for the bank at football and cricket at the Beckenham sports 

ground. Trying to track down a few people but I'll start with Keith Wright. Keith was in my training program; he was from 

Sheffield and lived in Ilkley, West Yorkshire. 

Would love to get back in touch.

Midland Griffin & Friends
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Appreciating current and previous service

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midlandgriffinandfriends

Gary Marshall

Started in Midland in 1978 at Gracechurch street in walks dept, moved around international for quite a while, 

then went to Coopers Row.

Midland Griffin & Friends



HAVE YOU JOINED HORIZONS?

The Horizons website is the place to sign up and connect with your local Horizons’ centre and also obtain 

the latest news and views from the Horizons Management Committee.

There are many social activities such as coffee mornings, centre lunches, 
social excursions and of course the AGM and annual luncheon.

Log on to the website for further information on how to sign up and connect 

with your friends and colleagues.

GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS
www.griffins-hexagons.com

https://horizons.life



GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS
Remembering our friends and colleagues

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsrememberingourfriendsandcolleagues



Remembering our friends and colleagues through fond memories

It is with great sadness that we often receive news of the passing of our friends and former colleagues.

It’s clear that our members welcome the chance to be able to pass on their respects and condolences at 

the earliest possible moment as opposed to doing so when they find out at a much later point in time.

Thank you to our many members who kindly take the time to share this sad news with us. It gives us all 

an opportunity to reflect and fondly remember the life and service of our friends and colleagues who 

have passed on.

Remembrance posts are also available on the Griffins & Hexagons website and the 

Griffins & Hexagons - Remembering our friends and colleagues Facebook group.

The following messages are of those who have been sadly taken from us over the last few months.

https://www.griffins-hexagons.com

Remembering our friends and colleagues

GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsrememberingourfriendsandcolleagues
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Nigel Pleass

Remembering our friends and colleagues

Kindly shared by Terry Aspell 

February 2026
Here are the Funeral arrangements for Nigel Pleass who passed away at the beginning of the month. 

Nigel worked in the Swindon Area and then at Canary Wharf in Security.

His funeral will be on Friday 6th March, 1.30pm at Kingsdown Crematorium, Swindon.

No flowers but donations are welcome for the Prospect Hospice and Wiltshire Ornithological Society.

Rest in Peace Nigel.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsrememberingourfriendsandcolleagues



GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS

 

Nigel Pleass

Remembering our friends and colleaguesKindly shared by Michael Turner-Voyzey

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsrememberingourfriendsandcolleagues

It is with great sadness that share the news of the passing of Nigel Pleass, who worked for Midland Bank / HSBC UK for 

many years, latterly serving as Regional Security Manager before leaving the bank in 2023.

Nigel was a well-known and much-liked colleague. He was held in genuine affection by the branches across his patch and 

earned enormous respect for the way he supported teams, always with calm professionalism and good humour. Many of us 

will have our own memories of working alongside him and the positive impact he had.

Nigel's widow has asked that this message be shared with former colleagues and friends who may not yet be aware.

If you knew Nigel and would like to pay your respects, his funeral will take place on:

Friday, 6th March at 1:30pm.  The service will be available via livestream using the details below:

https://watch.obitus.com/login/npg22w

Username: yura1210

Pin: 332488

If you wish to attend the video service, please log in a minute or two before the service begins (and not earlier). The 

recorded service will remain available for 28 days afterwards.

Our thoughts are with Nigel's family at this very difficult time. He will be greatly missed.

February 2026
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Nigel Pleass

Remembering our friends and colleagues

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsrememberingourfriendsandcolleagues

February 2026
Very sad to hear this. Worked with Nigel 30 years ago. What a nice guy. Sincere condolences to his family. - Aled Jones

Sorry to hear this, very sad, Nigel was always on hand to offer advice and support when needed. - Alison Goodhew

RIP - Beata Halliwell

Remembering Nigel from our Winning Teams days. A lovely, funny, gentle man who helped and supported everyone. Will be 
sadly missed. - Bev Knaggs

So sorry to hear this sad news. Knew Nigel when he was the Area Training Manager back in the 80s. Always cheerful with a huge 
smile. Condolences to his family at this sad time. RIP lovely man. X - Carol Davies

Really sad to hear this, came across Nigel many times in various jobs. Think we may have clashed (in a friendly way) on a 5-a-
side court a few times too. RIP - Chris Bowden

I knew and worked with Nigel often, a lovely fella. RIP Nigel. - David Went

So sad to hear. - Deby Manning

Worked with Nigel in Physical Security, always had a smile on his face in the office and loved a chat. Will miss his posts on his 
bird watching activities. Condolences to all his family and friends. - Di & Steve Penfold
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Nigel Pleass

Remembering our friends and colleagues

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsrememberingourfriendsandcolleagues

February 2026
Nigel was such a kind and lovely guy. Worked with Nigel too. Very sad to hear this. Condolences to all his family and 
close friends. - Elzbieta Bierlit

So sorry to hear this - worked with Nigel when he was in training in Swindon. Loved his ice hockey and birds. 
Condolences to his family. RIP Nigel. - Gill Coward

RIP lovely man. - Glenda King

He was a great guy to talk to during my time in Physical Security. R.I.P old chap. - Graham Hyde

Nigel was a lovely man always friendly and very helpful. Condolences to his family at this sad time. - Jane Girling

Loved Nigel he was such a great man, frightened the life out of me in the early days risked visits!! 
But he was an absolute legend. - Julie Edwards

Sorry to hear this sad news. Worked with Nigel at Canary Wharf & Park St. - Lesley Page

Always sad to hear of the passing of former colleagues. Worked with Nigel at Civic Centre Branch, Swindon - he always had a 

smile on his face and you'd hear him singing before you saw him in the branch. Re-connected with him at a bank gathering for 

employees past and present, and kept in touch through FB. Always such a positive and caring person. Totally devastating for 
his wife Lucy, son Steven, and all who knew him. R.I.P. Nigel. - Lorraine Edginton
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Nigel Pleass

Remembering our friends and colleagues

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsrememberingourfriendsandcolleagues

February 2026
I'm so sorry to hear this. Nigel was a lovely man. My thoughts are with his family at this sad time. - Mandy Mayich

Nigel was a lovely man and friend and he will be missed. RiP. - Melany Ellis

That's such sad news. We had some great times with him as part of the West & Wales training team. 
Always smiling too. - Nick James

Worked with Nigel for many years in the Security team....was always a friendly, hardworking gentlemen and I had a lot of 
time for him personally.Sad to hear of his passing....may he rest easy. - Patrick Ryan

I cannot believe this. We worked together in the old Cheltenham /Swindon area days as trainers. I had neem following his 
birding over the last year or so. - Paul Ewins

I am in shock, worked with him in Marlborough and we always kept in touch. Glad he had his last few years doing what he 
loved, bird ringing. - Richard Daley   Janet wrote this, I had met Nigel but never worked with him. - Richard Daley

Just a genuinely lovely, kind man who had time for everyone. Thoughts are with Lucy and Steven. xx - Sam JD

That's so sad to hear. Please pass on my condolences to his family at this sad time. - Sarah Burdis

Just heard this news from Sarah Russell, so sad. Thoughts are with his family and a reminder that life is so 
so short. - Simon Bennett
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Nigel Pleass

Remembering our friends and colleagues

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsrememberingourfriendsandcolleagues

February 2026

Sad news. Worked with Nigel at Swindon in the 80's and our paths crossed again many years later. 
RIP. - Steve Burnell

So sad to hear this news. I knew Nigel for quite a few years being our office's Regional Security Manager on the South 

Coast. He was a lovely man. Please pass on my condolences to Nigel's family. Thanks for providing the link to watch the 
funeral online. RIP Nigel - Susanne Evans

So sad to hear about Nigel's passing. He was a lovely man and a very supportive colleague. 
Condolences to his family. - Val Farrell



GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS
www.griffins-hexagons.com

Their team of trained Client Advisors and Visiting Caseworkers, work 

alongside a range of partners to provide you with specialist support to 

suit your needs.

BWC helps current and former bank employees, and their 

families by providing advice, expert support and, in some 

cases, financial assistance.
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It's finally February, which means another great calendar from Action for Happiness!

This month is Friendly February, packed with small but powerful ways to bring more kindness and 

connection into everyday life. Whether it’s checking in on a friend, sharing a kind word, or showing 

gratitude, each action can make a real difference.

Even the smallest acts of kindness can have the biggest impact, so why not take on the challenge 

and make this month a friendlier one?

Which action will you take today?
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GRIFFINS
Memories

Kindly shared by Gill Peters

These photos are also from Sheila Lowe‘s memoirs, but no names are these ladies from Lewisham branch?
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Memories

Kindly shared by Gill Peters

Lewisham Branch. 

More from Sheila Lowes memoirs 

these are story’s that are told through 

the eyes of her Cat “Tiddles”

This is when Sheila in the early 80s 

was moved to Lewisham branch after 

Plumstead closed down!
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Former Branches

Midland Bank Sheffield Moor 

Branch, before the Manpower 

Services Commission’s HQ 

was built in the early 70’s 

obscuring the view. 

Kindly shared by John M Smith

I remember houses and shops 

where the cars are parked and 

my Dad, Dennis, was Manager.
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Kindly shared by Debbie Howchen

Found this.

Does anyone know what is it?



Memorabilia

GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS

 

Interesting bit of merchandising.  

This was given to me by the late Simon Donahue.  

Was in late 1999 whilst at Solihull branch, just when we 

converted to the hexagon.  

Not seen another one.

Kindly shared by Roy Lewis
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Martin Ridley Anne Ridley

Facebook Group 

          Admin 

Thank you all for your wonderful contributions 
that are kindly shared through social media.

It’s a great pleasure to see you enjoy many 
rekindled memories and reconnections with 
friends and colleagues.

https://www.griffins-hexagons.com

midlandbankgriffins@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Email:

midlandgriffin

linkedin.com/in/martin-ridley-424934153

Instagram:

LinkedIn:

Website:
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Midland Griffin & Friends

HEXAGONS

https://www.facebook.com/groups/hexagonsreconnections

GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagons

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsmembersupport

https://www.facebook.com/groups/midlandgriffinandfriends

https://www.facebook.com/groups/griffinshexagonsrememberingourfriendsandcolleagues

GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS - Member Support

GRIFFINS & HEXAGONS - Remembering our friends and colleagues
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